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ASHDALE SECONDARY COLLEGE — HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.51 pm]: Last weekend I had the pleasure of attending a performance of 
High School Musical at Ashdale Secondary College. The production was lively and joyful, successfully portraying 
teenage angst and the tension between meeting the expectations of others and following a new and exciting path 
of one’s own. Productions such as this require all hands on deck. There were 33 talented performers and 12 people 
behind the scenes working on lighting, sound and sets. The artistic team consisted of directing teachers Terry Pirlo, 
Marisa Hobbs, Isabonn Thompson and Chantal Rodrigues. They all gave up precious time to rehearse over many 
months and attend a camp. The result was a seamless professional production.  
The students performed Started Something New and We’re All In This Together. There was great consistency in 
the performances, but those of Alexis Burnaby, Bailey Goodall, Kasey Burgess, Deakin Lee, Kai Quinn-Schofield 
and Hannah Blackwell were delightful, and I predict bright futures for them and their cast colleagues. 

The artistic team got the most out of the performers. The choreography was terrific and I liked the thoughtful and 
inventive way the simple sets were deployed. Productions like this require fundraising, and I congratulate the 
efforts of those who organised and attended the quiz night for this purpose. It is clear the arts is going from strength 
to strength at Ashdale. To paraphrase the song, “You gotta get’cha head in the game!” and I look forward to the 
next production. There is more good news from Ashdale Secondary College; that is, Julie Hughes has been 
nominated as a finalist in the Beginning Teacher of the Year category in the 2019 WA Education Awards. Good 
luck in October, Julie! 
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